
Chairman’s Report 2020
During the past year the committee have continued to maintain the
village hall and arrange social events. As you can see from the
financial statement the position is sound showing a surplus of £6779
as at 31 January 2020.
Special thanks to Bob Gregory & all involved with the Hardwick
pantomimes in February 2019 & January 2020 for their donations to
HVA totalling over £1400.
Over the last year we have spent over £3,000 improving & replacing
the fabric of the building and equipment.  Following the Risk
Assessment, which is now part of the annual boiler service, a metal
fireproof fence and replacement oil pipes were installed.  This work
meant we are now compliant with current legislation and meet the
requirements of our insurers.  Further repairs were required to the
wooden floor which the experts predict are likely to be ongoing.  The
wooden poles for the new curtains proved not ‘fit for purpose’ and
were replaced by metal poles at no cost to HVA by Dunelm.  The 5
year Electrical check was undertaken in October with only some
minor repairs required.  A new water boiler was installed in the
kitchen as the old boiler had failed.
We have again managed to cover the cost of utilities from the hall’s
income from hiring, and despite price increases in the former it has
not been necessary to increase our fees.  A change of electricity
suppliers has achieved a reduction of more than £200, to this year’s
costs, even though they were unable to install a Smart Meter.  We
have had a Smart Monitor installed for the oil supply which cost £5
per month.  This ensures we do not run out of oil & have to pay extra
for an emergency delivery. Regular users continue to be the Pre
School, Young Farmers, the Indoor Bowls team, Whist Drive. Hirings
for functions and events continue at a healthy level, the hall being a
popular venue for local residents from Hardwick and nearby villages.
All of this usage means we continue to fulfil our role in making the
hall available to people in line with the John Bridle’s Charity
requirements.
On the events front, we had a Farmer Bob Quiz, Jazz in the Village
night and Summer Get Together. All of these raised money to
supplement our regular income from the 50/50. The Summer Party
with live music and a BBQ was a subsidised event and we were
blessed with a lovely warm evening for the second year running.
Thanks to Dave Rose & his team for manning the BBQ.
In June we  raised £615 at Hardwick Open Gardens for Florence
Nightingale Hospice thanks to all those who opened their gardens and
helped on the day.
All of this could not have been achieved without the hard work of the
committee members with particular thanks to Amanda for all the
work she does in managing the hall bookings, to Sarah for her



secretarial & catering duties. Once again special thanks to Linda for
the brilliant job she does as Treasurer, the mainstay of the whole
committee. Thanks to Graham who runs the website.
Finally a thank you to the rest of the committee, the volunteers who
have helped with events and those Hardwick residents who have
supported our efforts over the last year.


